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neighbourhood of some place of worship as a protection against the enemy of mankind, is now too deeply rooted in the human mind to be easily eradicated.
Setting1 aside, however, the deleterious effects to the human frame from the pestiferous vapours continually exhaling from such enormous masses of putrefying remains, which must exercise a most baneful effect, especially on those living in the more immediate vicinity of these pest-holes,?we think that, if the public attention were to be once fully directed to the disgusting and monstrous practices continually resorted to with regard to the ashes of the dead, in order to make room for fresh supplies, they would be inclined to prefer a sepulture removed from the town, and in which they might rest in peace, to the present revolting practice of huddling up as many human bodies as can possibly be crammed into one narrow space in order that tho proprietors of these places may reap as great a harvest as possible. Let chapel; one of the vaults is underneath very larye school-rooms for boys and girls,* and the other is underneath the chapel; the entrance to these vaults, is through a trap-door, in the passage, dividing the school-rooms from the chapel; steps lead to the bottom of the building ; on the right, is the vault underneath the schools. When I visited this place a body had recently been interred, and the effluvium from it was particularly annoying. The vault is supported on wooden pillars, and there is only one grating, which fronts the street, to admit light and air ; the floors of the school-rooms, white-washed on the under surface, form the roof or ceiling of the vault?it is no difficult matter to see the children in the lower school-room from this vault, as there are apertures in the boards sufficiently large to admit the light from above. This place is spacious but very low ;?the vault on the left, under the chapel, is about the same size as that under the schools, though much lower. I was assured that the ground was so full of bodies, that there was difficulty in allotting a grave : the roof of this vault is formed by the under surface of the floor of the chapel; it is white-washed, the light passes through it; the smell emitted from this place is very offensive.
In the vault underneath the chapel there are piles of bodies placed in lead ; the upper ones are within a few inches of the wooden floor." 184.
We will not attempt to offer any comments on the facts which have here been detailed; they speak for themselves. The remainder of the book is devoted to a general resumtf of the principal facts and observations contained in the preceding pages.
Having now completed our review of this work, it only remains for us to say, that it will be found well worth the perusal of every person at all interested in the preservation of the health, decency, and cleanliness of the metropolis, and may, perhaps, prove not unacceptable to the general reader, as presenting a complete and curious history of the different modes of interment which have been resorted to among different nations, as well as for its novel description of the burial-places of London, which, we believe, have never, until now, formed the subject of any work.
In taking our final leave, we must, in justice to Mr. Walker, state, that the book is clearly and vividly written, and the author deserves great credit for the industry and zeal which he has displayed in his by no means agree-
